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NEEPAWA  SPEECH 

REPRINTED    FROM    THE    WINNIPEG   TELEGRAM,    APRIL    17,    1914 


SIR     RODMOND    ROBLIN 


Temperance  Issue  Analyzed 


Pointed  Paraj^raphs  from  the 
Premier's  Speech 

Th.it  the  so-c.ilied  ttmpcr.ince  pLink  in  the  Liberal  pI.Ttform  is  a 
reactionary    one 

That  Manitoba  Liberals,  vvhile  in  office,  were  not  the  friends  of  tem- 
perance   legislation. 

That  the  Opposition  have  suggested  no  forward  lines  of  material 
policy    for   the    province. 

That  two-thirds  vote  was  required  under  the  Liberals  to  carry  local 
option— one-half  under  the  Conservatives. 

That,  if  a  general  vote  wer-^  taken  on  "Bamsh  the  Bar.'  local  option 
would   cease   to  exist   in   ev*ry   district   where   it    had   been   carried. 

That  the  liquor  license  law  and  its  administration,  under  the  Liberals 
IP   Manitoba,   was  a  "wide  open"  policy  and   a  disgrace  to  the   province. 

That  the  Manitoba  Liberals,  when  in  power,  had  an  instruction  from 
the  electorate,  four  to  one  in  favor  of  prohibition,  but  treated  it  as  a  joke. 

That  he  honestly  believed  that  no  government  in  Canada  could  show 
a  record   more  commendable,  or  more  progressive,  along  temperance   lines. 

That  he.  persor  lly,  had  given  his  assistance,  as  far  as  li©  was  able, 
financ'-'lly,  to  aid  in  the  carrying  of  the  referendum  already  referred  to. 

That  the  local  option  districts  should,  instead  of  adopting  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Liberr.l  party,  stand  by  the  victories  they  had  already 
won. 

That,  during  the  life  of  the  govrnment  of  which  he  was  the  head, 
the  municipalities  in  which  local  option  is  in  force  have  increased  over 
200   per  cent. 

That  the  government  of  which  he  is  the  head  had  declared,  of  its  own 
volition,  absolute  prohibition  over  IBO.OGG  square  miles  of  the  newer  ter- 
ritory  of   the    province. 

That  there  never  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  province  when  the 
situation,  so  far  as  temperance  progress  was  concerned,  was  so  acute 
and   dangerous  as  at   present. 

That  the  Liberal  convention,  recently  held,  had  found  it  impossible 
to  make  any  criticism  of  or  objection  to  over  a  dozen  of  the  principal 
lines   of   policy   of  the  government. 

That  the  Conservative  government  had  drafted  a  prohibition  act 
so  excellent  that  it  had  been  looked  upon  as  a  model,  and  had  submitted 
it   to  the   people   for  their  approval. 

That  beginning  with  the  year  1900,  one  year  after  reaching  office,  the 
Conservative  party  have  p-^actically,  each  year,  passed  inportant  laws 
for   the   advancement   of  the   temperance   cause. 

That  he  had  no  fear  of  the  verdict  of  the  people.  He  had  done  his 
duty  and  faithfully  performed  his  part,  and  he  had  absolute  confidence 
in  the  good  judgment  and  fairmindedness  of  the  electors  of  his  adopted 
province  which,  for  over  a  third  of  a  century,  he  had  endeavored  to  serve. 

That  the  Conservative  party  of  the  province  of  Manitoba  had  been 
the  party  which  had  promoted  and  passed  legislation  vigorously  in  the 
interests  of  temperance  m  the  past,  would  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future, 
and  that  to  that  end  he  invited  the  assistance  and  sympathy  of  all  who, 
like   himself,  were  interested   in  the  cause. 


LUCID  ANALYSIS  0 
TEMPERANCE  ISSUE 
BY  PREMIER  ROBLIN 


Banquet  at  Neepawa  Made  the  Oc- 
casioii  for  Powerful  Address 
on  the  History  of  Legislation  in 
Manitoba  Concerning  Liquor 
Regulation  —  Conservative 
Party's  Record  One  of  Sane  Re 
striction  —  Liberal  Party  Ar 
raigned— Po'icy  of  the  Roblin 
Government,  Past  and  Future 

(Telegram    jtatf    Correipondence) 

M;i:1'.\WA,  Man..  April  IG.— A  ''■- 
reel  and  .k'Cisive  refutation  of  the 
charRPs  of  inconsistency,  laid  by  the 
temperance  Liberals  of  Manitoba,  was 
made  liy  Sir  Rodmond  Uoblin,  in  an 
:il)le  and  eloquent  address  made  '.lere. 
tonislit.  at  the  banquet  in  honor  of 
Hon.  J.  H.  Howden.  The  premier  was 
never  in  rjetter  form,  and  the  manner 
In  which  he  presented  an  uni'.;.-iputable 
array  of  facts  'J  the  large  and  repre- 
sentative audience,  created  an  un- 
Ijounded  enthusiasm.  When  called 
upon  to  speak  Sir  Itodmond  wa.s 
treated  to  an  ovation  that  would  be 
flattering  to  any  mar,  he  was  fre- 
quently interrupted  by  outbursts  of 
applause,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  an 
address,  lasting  nearly  two  hours,  th.. 
immense  Katherins  rose,  and  ch./ered 
and  clapped   tor  nearly  live   minutes. 

Great  Crowd  Present 

Seldom  has  there  been  such  a  gath- 
erins  in  the  town  of  Neepawa  as  that 
which  p.icked  the  Opera  House  to 
overllowinj;  tonight.  The  seats  were 
removed  from  the  lower  floors,  and 
tables  set  for  the  complimentary  ban- 
quet to  Mr.  Howden  and  Hon.  Arthur 
Melghen.     Unfortunately,  Mr.   Meighen 


was  unable  to  lie  present,  and  was 
forced  to  send  his  regreta.  Over  300 
r'  .ircsenlatlvu  citizens  of  Neepawa 
and  the  surrounding  districts  occupied 
places  at  the  tables,  and  many  were 
unable  to  gain  places.  In  addition,  a 
crowd  of  upwards  of  200  packed  the 
gallery  of  tlie  theatre,  and  from  that 
point  of  vantage  sat  until  after  mid- 
night listening  to  the  speeches. 

In  the  afternoon  an  enthusiastic 
convention  had  once  more  nominated 
Mr.  Howden  as  the  Conservative 
.standard  bearer  for  the  electorate  di- 
vision of  Beautiful  Plains.  This 
broutfht  In  many  representatives  from 
the  outermost  points  of  the  constitu- 
ency, all  of  whom  siayed  for  the  ban- 
quet in   the  evening. 

At  the  Guest  Table 
Itobert  Davidson,  president  of  the 
Conservative  association,  presided, 
and  on  either  hand  were  seated  Sir 
Uodmond  Roblin,  Hon.  J.  II.  Ilo.vden, 
Hon.  George  It.  Coldwell  and  E.  L. 
Taylor,  M.P.P.  Others,  at  the  guest 
table,  were  .1.  J.  Hamilton,  Dr.  .'»oole, 
II.  A.  McKee.  Kev.  Mr.  Spence,  Rev. 
H.  S.  Crozler,  Rev.  Mr.  Pitts,  J.  A. 
Bracken,  W.  J.  Doble,  A.  J.  McCon- 
nell.  Captain  Sheppard.  Portage  lu 
Prairie,  and  A.  Singleton. 

Regret  at  being  unable  to  be 
]iresent  was  contained  In  a  telegrai.i 
read  to  the  gathering  by  Pre.sident 
Davidson  from  Hon.  .\rthur  Meit'hen. 
I'rr'ent  pulillc  business  prevented  Mr. 
.MeiRhrn  from  being  in  Neepawa.  but 
be  p::prcssed  the  hope  that  he  would 
I'C  able  to  address  his  friends  at  an 
ear.y  date. 

Ovation  for  Hon.   Mr.  Howden 

Hon.  J.  H.  Howden,  was  accorded  an 
ovation  when  ealled  upon  to  reply  to 
the  toa-st  to  "Our  Cuests."  the  ovation 
be    received    left    no    doubt    as    to   his 


popiilnrlly  with  tho  rlrrtnra  of  Benii- 
tlful  rialnH  and  ai<»iirril  )ilni  ii  whule- 
hcartcd  giiiiport  at  the  polio. 

He  was  i.ot  Kolii«  to  xnoak  nf  what 
ho  hlmsPlf  hnil  doiip.  Imt  of  wli.it  tlio 
people  had  nccompllMhed.  Twenty-two 
years  nito  thlc  was  not  the  populatiil 
and  pronperouH  portion  of  the  prov- 
ince that  It  iH  today.  Then  there  were 
thickly  settled  place  s  to  the  north  and 
west  liut  this  district  had  not  com- 
menced to  develop.  The  iirhole  district 
Is  well  settled  now  and  here  are  some 
of  the  most  prospi  rous  farmers  with 
some  of  the  best  farms  and  e'lulpmerit 
In  the  province.  Then  the  town  was 
smnll.  but  ti.e  business  men  went  ahead 
and  did  things  and  there  are  today  .Jl 
the  conveniences  of  the  citv  here. 

The  farmers  beuan  prodiuint,'.  but 
without  facilities  this  would  li.ive  been 
of  little  uHi'.  Hallway  faciliibs  came 
throUKhwhat  is  known  as  the  Uoblin 
railway  policy.  Today  Instead  of 
havlnK  but  one  train  a  day  this  town 
now  has  nine  passenger  train.s  every 
day.  Also  there  are  very  few  farmers 
who    have    not    Kot   a    railway    station 


close  to  their  doors.  All  this  Is  due  to 
the  progressive  policy  of  Sir  Itodmoiid 
Itoblln.  Had  the  late  Rovernment  re- 
mained In  oftlce  this  development 
would  not  have  taken  place,  because 
the  Creenway  KO\irimient  had  H<ild 
out    t.i   til.'   <■  IMt. 

Educational   Policy 

The  cducutloiml  policy  of  the  srov- 
irnment  wun  briefly  discussed  by 
Hon.  Mr.  Coldwell.  OwitiK  to  the 
late  hour  Mr.  (.'oldwell  was  unable  to 
m)  very  fully  Into  the  m.itt> .,  touch- 
inn  only   upon  a  few   points. 

There  was,  he  said,  no  more  Impor- 
tant work  than  the  manasriment  and 
development  of  the  educatioiuil  inter- 
ests of  the  province.  UurinK  the  nast 
few  years  a  Kood  deal  of  adverse  cri- 
ticism has  been  heard  about  the  edu- 
cation policy.  He  did  not  think  he 
was  any  the  worse  for  It  or  was  the 
policy   any    the    worse, 

K.  T..  Taylor.  M  IM'..  and  E.  Sinule- 
ton    also   spoke    i^rlelly. 


PREMIER'S  ADDRESS 


XEEP.V'.V.V.  Man.,  April  IC— (Spe- 
cial.)— Sir  ISodmond  Uoblin's  compre- 
hensive analysis  of  the  temperame 
Issue  and  the  history  of  IcRislation 
restricting  the  liquor  traffic  in  Mani- 
toba elicited  continuous  applause.  It 
was  proliably  the  most  e.'ch.austlve 
treatment  of  the  subject  ever  attempt- 
ed in  this  province,  and  is  a  record 
for  clearness  of  conception.     He  s.iid: 

PREMIERS      SPEECH       IN     DETAIL 

Mr  I'll  I  r:iia'i,  I  th;ir.k  you  for  tlie 
manifestation  of  kindness  and  pood 
will  which  you  have  just  demonstr.ited 
in  so  enthusiastic  a  manner.  It  is 
.some  little  time  since  I  last  had  the 
honor  of  delivering  a  public  address 
In  Neepawa,  but  I  have  not  forsotten 
the  many  times  I  have  been  the  recip- 
ient of  the  ho.spitality  of  the  people 
of  N'eepawa  and  surroundins  country 
in  the  last   twenty-live  years. 

The  opiH-rtunlty  to  be  present  to- 
night I  glidly  accepted  as  I  had  a  de- 
sire to  meet  the  people  of  this  district 
again.  The  circumstances  for  which 
we  meet  are  peculiarly  pleasing  to  me. 


PURPOSE      OF     THE      GATHERING 

Til''  purpose  and  occasion  is  to  i!" 
lionor  not  only  to  a  citizen  of  your 
town  and  the  representative  of  your 
electoral  division,  but  also  to  the 
attorney-general  of  this  province.  It 
is  as  I  have  Intimated,  a  great  plea- 
sure for  me  to  bo  permitted  to  have  a 
I'.irt  in  any  demonstration  !n  which  a 
tribute  of  honor  is  to  be  paid  to  so 
worthy  a  citizen  and  public  man  as  the 
Honorable  Mr.  llowden.  I  need  not 
speak  here,  wliere  the  better  part  of 
his  life  has  been  spent,  of  his  p-ivate 
virtues  or  even   of  his  public  services. 

CREDIT   TO    THE    PROVINCE 

Vou  know  them  as  well  as  I  do.  The 
province  Is  under  obli  ation  to  you 
for  giving  him  to  the  public  service 
uf  Manitoba.  I  trust,  as  I  Trmly  be- 
lieve, tliat  ho  will  be  return_'d  ;.'  the 
next  election  If  not  by  acclamation  at 
least  by  a  m.ajority  so  substantial  as 
%vlll  justify  tho  belief  Jiat  the  people 
liave  a  full  appreciation  of  his  terl- 
ing  qualitie;;  and  ability  as  a  repre- 
sentative and  as  a  public  man. 


FOLLY   OF    THE   OPPOSITION 

Mr.  ciiniriu.iii,  I  have  1)  mii  ab.sfnt 
(rum  tlim  pruvin'e  fur  marly  two 
niunthH,  1  uin  toUl  tliul  lii  my  ali- 
Meni's  much  haa  been  said  and  sumo 
tliliiKH  li.iv*-  l>i'<ii  (lone.  It  hall  cume 
to  me  that  my  Irlcnd.  o(  the  <|i posi- 
tion, the  l.lbcrula  of  the  province, 
have  even  gone  su  far  as  to  have  un- 
horsed mo  UK  lliu  ieadiT  of  the  Con- 
■ervutlvu  party,  have  Ihoori-tlially 
•stablisheU  their  own  leader  In  the 
position  of  pninier,  and  havo  under- 
taken to  say  wlKit  the  h'Kixlaliiin  of 
th«  country  ahull  be  In  the  future. 

1  may  tell  you  1  havo  not  worried 
over  thcite  reports;  1  t.ni  not  now 
worrylnK— I  was  going  to  .say  not 
Blven  very  much  Hcrloua  thouKht 
even  to  what  they  have  suld  or  what 
they   havo  done. 

1  may  aay  for  the  Information  of  the 
public  as  well  as  my  friends  ii:id  .sup- 
porters that  before  they  can  occupy 
the  place  In  which  i  have  no  often 
been  cintlrmod  by  the  electorate  there 
must  bi;  :i  Kcncral  eleclinn  In  Ihi.s  pr  i- 
vince,  and  1  want  to  further  nay  thai 
under  tiio  law  the  present  le„'lslaturi' 
ilnr.s  ii.it  ixpire  utitll  .\u«u.st.  11115,  .s.l 
that  It  win  i:l\h;  if  the  lcKi:lature  i-s  t.) 
run  its  cour-se.  .somethinj;  1.  e  a  year 
and  three  months  or  more  befuro  they 
can  even  test  public  opinion,  ami  even 
then  I  f.incy  they  will  admit  I'.iat  I 
will  have  to  be  consMl;eil.  rer-(on.illy 
I  am  not  worrying,  and  1  d  not  think 
my  frienils  need  w.jrry,  becau.se  when 
the  I'lertion  is  called  full  and  due 
notice   will   lie   Kivcn. 

THAT  TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION 

I  :im  li'UI  :il.so  Ih.it  my  fi  .ends  iiiid 
,'ij-workttrs  in  teinperanci.  in  thi.s 
lirnvince  have  met  in  convention  and 
dciiliera  eel  a.s  to  the  best  means  of 
pioniotin^'  temperance,  .sol)riety,  and 
UOdd  citizon.ship  In  Manitoba.  It  Is 
I'leasinK  to  mu  .'is  a  temiierance  man 
to  knou  that  there  Is  sulTlrient  inter- 
est anionff  the  people  to  make  sairi- 
tices  in  money  and  tim*;  to  lioUl  such 
a  corivention   for  such   a   purpose. 

Our  friend.s.  the  Liberals,  have  al.so 
heUi  a  convention,  provincial  in  its 
character,  and  I  .am  told  they  came  up 
one  thousand  .strong,  the  stronr.rest. 
best,  and  most  capable  men  of  their 
party  beinK  present.  They  sat  m 
session  for  two  days  or  more.  .and 
protluceil  a  platform  whicli  they  sub- 
mit to  the  iicoiilo  of  the  province  for 
endorsalion  and  ap|iroval. 

COMPLIMENTED      BY      PLATFORM 

Mr.  .  hairman.  I  have  read  that  [ilat- 
form,  1  lia\e  read  the  report  as  Kivcn 
in  their  newspaper  of  the  conventiim 
and  1  want  to  s.iy  toninht  with  be- 
comlnc  modesty,  that  while  I  havo 
been  the  recipient  ot  many  compli- 
mentary statements  and  resolu.ons 
by  political  and  other  friends,  yet  I 
never  had  in  my  publi.^  life  so  compli- 
mentary .a  declaration  of  tho  public 
policy  of  the  (Conservative  party  as 
the  records  of  that  Liberal  convention 
show. 


NOT   A   SURPhlSE 

I  may  say  th.it  1  atii  not  surprised 
In  u  senae,  because  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  It  was  not  possible  for  them  to 
make  any  declaration  that  would  ap- 
peal to  t  te  Judgment  and  reason  of 
tho  electors  of  this  province  except 
alon,<  the  lines  that  I  have  Indicated. 
I  say  that  no  Conservative  association 
In  this  province  could  pa.H.s  a  resolu- 
tion, 1  care  not  how  clever  the  man 
who  mlifht  be  set  to  draft  It  would  be, 
that  would  convey  so  much  of  the 
compllmetnt  as  the  de..'laratlun  of  that 
convention. 

NO  CRITICISM  OF  POLICY 

I  have  11  licfore  mo  .ts  pulill.-lie.l  in 
the  I'ree  I'resH  of  .March  au.  And 
what  do  we  tlndv  The  Conservative 
parly  of  this  province  and  the  people 
of  i!ie  world  are  virlually  told  by  the 
liruiinv^s  of  'hat  (orivention  that  the 
financial  policy,  .he  transportation 
policy,  the  flag  policy,  the  good  roads 
policy,  the  agricultural  policy.  the 
immicjration  policy,  the  elevator  pol- 
icy, the  tel  piione  policy,  the  progres- 
sive policy  of  coHBtruction  of  public 
buildings,  the  policy  of  the  enlarge- 
ment Of  the  botindaries  of  the  pro 
vince,  the  university  policy,  our  policy 
of  making  electoral  lists — i-very  one 
IS  so  al..ioiiilil\  sills!' ictory  Ihat  prac- 
tiially  not  :.  word  or  line  of  criticism 
or  promised  improvement  Is  to  be 
found   in   ihiir   pl.itform. 

MATTER     OF     PRIDE     FOR     PARTY 

Is  iliis  not  siimclhii.i:  tliai  Justiiles 
every  .supjiorter  of  the  guvernmey.t  In 
this  province  In  swelllnp  with  pride  to 
think  that  one  thousand  of  their  best 
men  In  convention  could  not  draft  a 
line  of  criticism  nor  frame  a  plank 
simffcsrim;  improvement  iiiion  all  of 
these  practical  ami  important  things 
that  make  for  provincial  and  national 
Kreatnesa?  I  am  sure  that  m.  frlend.s 
will  pardon  me  If  in  this  fact  I  show 
an  unusual  dei^ree  of  pli^asiire  and 
satisfaction. 

AS    TO    THAT    PLATFORM 

Now  uhat  Is  their  platTorm?  Il.ave 
:.oii  examined  it  in  the  lUht  of  reason, 
judtnnent,  and  the  conditions  of  this 
province  coupled  with  our  hopes  and 
aspirations  for  future  expansion  and 
development  of  Ihat  prcat  territory 
from  the  Kith  line  to  the  tidal  waters 
of   Hudson's   Hay'.' 

I  am  not  personally  Rrevlously  dls- 
aiiiiointed.  1  am  intensely  In  love  with 
my  adopted  province,  .and  am  always 
on  the  look  out  for  somethin^;  that 
will  foster  our  Interests,  develop  our 
resources,  and  add  wealth  and  pros- 
lierity  both  to  the  imliv.dual  and  to 
.Manitoba.  But  I  am  pleased  lO  reallme 
ti>a*   the  Liiieral  party  ot  this  province 

...iiot  conceive  <ir  sugBest  any  im- 
provements alone  these  material  lines 
which  I  have  suKKcsted. 

LIBERALS  CANNOT  IMPROVE   IT 

I  suliiiiit  this  phase  of  th--  question 
to  the  farmers,  tlie  professional  men, 
the  tlnancial  institutions,  the  industrial 
concerns,  and  the  liusmess  men  gen- 
erally   of  this    pro\  ince,   and   ask    them 


to    tnke      notr    of    tho    f>»<*»    «»>«»    ■">»• 
frlrnd*.   thi-    I 
in  Improve  r\ 

HlVP     poll'  H'-<       I 

thlDK  X''-^ 

REALLY  SOCIALISTIC 
Their  platform  rcallv  I*  «  .>i<i:ili»tlc 
one.  one  or  tw"  plunkf.  I  ronfe.a,  rven 
with    my    loll 
mun.  I  <lo  ni 
the  m<''i  !'i 

were    »  r.iiu-  , 

not  any  <''  «'"■  " 

tlon  of  I ..r»:  thpy  •.. 

nnd  naturally  aro  »iiprrl>clal.  anil  ■■•ii- 
BPtiuxnlly  cannot  t..-  blameU  If  they 
have,  even  out  of  the  Soclallitlc  ina- 
terlal  they  used.  m.iUe  a  v*r>  wi/b«>ly 
ulniciiire 

SOME  OF  THE  FADS 
1  il..  un.li  IS1..I1.1  tl.ri"  I  l.-k-i^ilatlolj 
anil  wmenB  iiuflraHe.  and  a  triend  of 
mine  on  my  return  In  dlicuMlnn  It 
»al.l.  'all  that  wan  needed  to  make 
the  I.llMTal  platform  compii'lo  as  a 
Uepul'lUau  concern  was  marrlaKc  at 
a  civil  Contract  ami  police  court  di- 
vorce*, then  It  would  be  complete. 
However,  1  am  not  going  to  deal  nen- 
erallv  even  with  the  goclalutlo  Bide  ot 
the  iilitform  lonlKht.  l)Ut  there  le  one 
declaration  they  make  that  I  wmh  to 
deal  with,  ana  that  Is  the  matter  of 
tempi  r.in.e  r-toriu  and  gen'-ral  lvi,'l«- 
latl^n  al.'Mi:  thai   !  n.' 

HYSTERIA  IN  CONVENTION 
Before  dealing  Willi  that  Hpeclllcally 
I  Just  want  to  make  reference  to  the 
temperanie  convi'iition  held  In  my  ali- 
nence.  1  understand  It  was  l.irKdy  at- 
tendeil.  and  have  no  doulit  many  sin- 
cere and  hon.  St  lempirance  advocates 
were  ihiTc,  and  1  am  exceedimjlv  «or.y 
to  have  It  reported  to  me  that  In  the 
deliheratlong  and  amonK  the  Incidents 
one  innocent  hut  hysterical  woman 
cried  out  m  a  moment  of  frenzy. 
"Never  mlnd.nb(ut  abollshlni;  the  bar. 
abolish    Iloblin,"    and    this    met 


news- 
ir  cent. 

MOTIVE 


let    us   -- ,  .    , 

with    a|i|iIauRe.    1   am    told    by 
paper  reporter,  from  30  to  40 

..f  i>i:i!  iTirit  nio'tinff. 

TEMPERANCE     NOT    THE 

1  ..iM  w,il.m,'  '•"  ailiu:!  that  .--h''  was  a 
feeble-minded  person  who  could  not 
inlluence  or  harm  anyone  In  so  far  as 
she  was  con<»rnid,  Hut  the  fact  that 
a  feeble-mind>  d  woman  moved  by  hy- 
steria could  tlnd  a  response  from  any 
considerable  extent  i>f  Ih.it  aiiilicni'c 
called  toeether  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vancing teniiierance.  Is  to  my  mind  to 
be  regretted.  It  indicates  that  the 
cause  of  temperance  was  not  the  main 
motive  for  that  part  of  the  audience, 
at  least,  that  here  was  underneath  the 
clonk  of  teinperan<e  a  stllett.i  icurcal- 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  iiijurint;  a  poli- 
tical opponent. 

MATTER   OF   REGRET 

I  sav  Ihis  i.s  to  bn  r';,-vl'>-d  AUt]  liis- 
tory  and  experience  teaihcs  itiat  in- 
llaiiiniatorv  appeals.  whether  made 
from  the  pulpit,  the  platform  or  in  the 
press,  or  on  the  street  corner  are_  dan 
gerous.      I    have    only 


to    remind    you 


that  the  c»u««  of  that  feehle-mlnded 
man  who  attempted  to  take  tb..  ,ii.  of 
ex-rrenldent     lloOHevelt     In     ' 

iilmut    ti  months  niro.   wnm   .' 
tri      ■  ' 
fa:- 
an  -1    . 

soul,  who  \m  lioW  .11  .111  ■ 
lleved  he  wan  called  by 
•  •  -     -  .     '    '  •>■.■  t'nlted  81  I  "I- 

■  It,   liy   ren»on   ot   the 
.d  In     he  newipapera 
and  had  !•  H'l   'r..in  the  demaguRuei  In 
the   cltv   of   Mllwaukie 

MtNACE  TO  THE  NATION 
Go    further,    and    every    respectable 

r,,,.,    ;  ind  hiKh-inlnded  citizen  of 

,1  .  t.ite«  w  II  tell   you  that   11 

,^  ,if   the   Inflammatory   ap- 

,,,  v.. re  maile  and  the  dlscred- 

[,  ,  ,  of  yellow  JoumalUm  that 

J  ^  other   feeble-minded    man 

down  in  Uuffttlo,  some  yearn  aKo.  to 
take  the  life  of  President  .McKlnhy. 
INSPIRED  BY  SMART  OUTSIDERS 
'jli,  r,  f,,[ ,.  .^tiMi  ■, "  I  'ind  "o*o  and 
w,„n.-M  ii.iib'er.d  t..f.-iner  to  prone. ;e  a 
cnal  moral  siml -religious  causi-  and 
appeals  made  along  the  line  that  I  have 
indicated  that  have  been  Inspired  by 
men  with  design  and  cunning  on  the 
oulsale,  not  only  injurea  aid  makei 
more  difficult  the  progress  of  that  par- 
ticular cause,  but  it  creates  a  danger 
in  the  lillzenshlp  of  tho  country  that 
no  man  can  locate  or  control  until  after 
the  liarm  is  done, 

I    regret    nn    expression    reported    to 

tiave  1 11  m.ide  from  the  pulpit  la  our 

part  ot  the  province  and  country  that 
I  am  a  disgrace  to  the  public  lite  of 
this  tuovince.  This  comlnK  from  so- 
called  religious  and  mur.il  teachers. 
while  It  di"-s  not  affc  t  me,  hurts  the 
cause  in  which  1  am  deeply  Interested 
In  common  with  temperance  people 
everywh'  re  in  the  province.  I  forgive 
men  who  use  that  type  of  criticism 
because  they  know  n.it  what  they  do 
In  many  cases,  hut  the  Injury  they  do 
to  any  cause  which  tncy  pretend  to 
support   cannot    be   undone. 

N-,,w  toniKht  1  want  to  deal  as  I  have 
iiitlmated  specially  with  this  mailer  ot 
temperance.  The  c.iuse  of  t,-miierance 
bis  been  fostered  and  protected  and 
idv  inceil  steadily  since  the  day  the 
ronse.vatives  took  office  down  to  the 
present.  No  one  retrcjrade  r.lep  has 
I.e.  n  taken,  .and  as  I  shall  show,  many 
have  bc.n  ailvan.'cd. 

STRENGTH  OF  TEMPERANCE 
1  >,v  .bliii.t' ly  tint  whit.ver 
strength  or  iiosition  ot  advantage  tho 
temperanci.  people  have  in  this  prov- 
ince today  they  have  received  It  from 
ilie  Conservative  part;',  1  will  go 
further  and  say  that  whatever  ot  ad- 
ilitional  advancement  and  progress 
the  t.niperance  movement  has 
in  this  province  in  the  next  ten  years 
must  and  will  come  from  the  fonser- 
vative   imrty. 

REACTIONARY    PLANK 
In    additiMr:    I    wi-h    to    sav    that    the 
tempeiuiice    plunk    in   the   Liberal  party 
is   the   most      reactionary,      r-trograde 


■UKKfDllxn   that   I   havo 

nnv  I'iirty  f>r  Inilivlilmil 


ttcp   iitui    wdai 
haa  iliiiin  whil' 
ulriiiiHt   th"'  ciii' 
Hill   tiik.'    Ill'*    i 


BEGINS    WITH    1S82 

In    1S9J    II"-     I    '■•'':     I'lr'v     imlillrly 
adV'x'utt'il     \'t  '  "•''• 

ih"  iiialiiT  to  If"" 

vinci'  fur  an  •  '  :  " 

Vlio  viitrra  uu  itiu  l.nt   .il  Ui.ii  nmo 
W"-rB  U,'oTi.  .     ,,. 

ThB  vote  for  prohibition  wa»  IH.ii.l,. 
AKalnit  prohibition,  7,115:  a  major- 
ity of  l\,r>Ti  of  the  vote*  recorded  in 
fuvor  of   priihltpltlon. 

Over  two  unit  ii  half  limes  nn  many 
voted  for  It.     What  action  did  the  L;b- 
iraU  take?     Abnoliitely   nothlntj.  Th.y 
treated    it    an    a  Joke.      They    had    .  ar- 
rled    their   election    In    1SD2,    and    were 
In    off. re    for    four    year"    and    allowed 
th<lr    iirnmlneii    to    Ko    hv    the    hoord. 
The    tompernnin    people    did    not    re«t 
there,  and  llnv  iiri;.il  f.T  iitiother  vote, 
;ind  In    iv:"i   ;iii..lli'r  voli'    .v.iH  taken. 
TREATED  VERDICT  AS  JOKE 
Tin-   v.rl.rs   ..II    111.-    ;.-l    «•  i"    1,1,301, 
The  vote   f.ir  pn.liilili  ion   w.-iw    l;',;)li7. 
Against  2,'J!!.''..  or  a  majority  for  pro- 
hllulion  of  9,41:'.     K.iur  t(.  one,  yet  our 
Liberal    friends    did    nothlnit;     treated 
It   aKaIn   as  a  Joke.      HenH'mher     this, 
tiMl    tlo-    men    who    were    'n    this   con- 
vention and  the  lontrollli.     spirit  of  it 
are  the  men   who  were  the  controlllni; 
spirit  In   the  I.lheral  party  at  that  l>ar- 
tleular    time.      (■.iii«e.piently    we    have 
the    same    turn    L.    .!.-.il    with    that    «.• 
h.i.l    nt    that    )inrl:.ul,ir    '   in.- 
WHAT    THE    CONSERVATIVES  DID 
Now.    l<-t    \n   K'l    further       Wli.-ii    lli> 
Conservatives  rame    into   office   in   thl.s 

provlnc-e   there  was  practically  n u, 

trol  of  the  liquor  license  tra.le  in 
Manitolia.  I.lciuor  was  sold  1:4  hours 
111  the  day.  and  siven  days  a  week. 
I  sj)P:ik  with  kiiiiwlecliie  that  r:inn..t 
ni.r  will  he  i;ain,«ai.l  or  dis|.\itcii. 
Whole.iale  licenses  were  Issue. I  in 
rural  municipalities.  No  conditions 
as  to  houses  or  rooms  for  the  issue 
of  the  license,  and  what  was  called  the 
restaurant  or  sal. ion  license  ohtained. 
Til.'  f.^cs  f'T  li.-.-!i«.-^  w.re  nnmln.il, 
IT  WAS  A  "WIDE  OPEN"  POLICY 
I'ri"  lunches  ;inil  niusir.  slot 
miohines  aiul  all  ntlicr  devi.-es  to 
draw  iic.iplc  were  pirinitt.-<l  in  har- 
r.i.mis.  r.rewers  wcr.-  in't  linnsed, 
liilliar.l  anil  [lool  rooms  wrre  oper- 
and in  licens.-d  !. lares  without  muni- 
cipal control.  Three-tlfths  or  t>0  per 
cent,  of  the  voters  re.iulred  to  carry 
local  oiilioti  hylaw.  liartenders  with- 
out anv  (lunlificati.in.  while  ui  der  the 
T.ilierai  ndministraiii.n  and  even  in  the 
local  option  terr.t.irv  ll'iuor  couh,'  be 
taken  in  in  any  .piantitv  by  common 
I  iirrier"    or    private    indivi.luals. 

THINGS  CHANGED    AT   ONCE 
Tliat     wu-;     til.'     .■.inditi.ui     wlien     the 
p,.iipl,.  rciurni-.l  Ih.-   rons.-rvative  iiirty 


by       to     :  -r,  lii3».     •  ■' 

.ir«      hB\  ''►>"'   '■    ■< 

lall       tha  111  ■"'" 

I       riK  i  (  us.  •  hii 

ral       lo  .e     >  »n.l 

if-       Kt.i- 
irly       tha 
i.nn       an   il,., 
I        of    the 
moral  m 

come    I.I    II 

Who  do  not  know. 
Init   lived    here     of    ! 

ive  leKlsluf  in  thi'  "'■  "  '^-  ,  ';''•" 
each  year,  "inv  he  In  a  position  to 
JudKe  us  to  the  Justincatiop  for  the 
condemnotlon  that  Is  heaped  upon 
myself  and  others  by  Iho  partisan 
clergy    and    others 

BEGINS    WITH    1900 
Now   I    have   si.it.d    wnat    the   con.li- 
tlon  was  when  we  came  Into  office.  We 
took  ofrire  and  assumed  control  of  af- 
fairs In  IIIOO      Whot  did  we  d.i  ns  tem- 
perance men'  'Ve  had  pr.uniseil  a  pro- 
hlbltion     art      in     our     platf..rm     and 
in    our   ipeerhes.      We    drafteil    a    pro- 
hibition  act   that  Is  a  model  today  for 
other     provincrs     who     want     similar 
leitlslatlon.     We  tested  Its  legality  and 
then    we   said    to   the   people.    "Here    Is 
t.ital    prohihili.in.    .iiid    if    v-  i    vote   for 
it   It  will   I'c   til'-   li^v  "f  'li'-   iirmlnce." 
PREMIER    STOOD   FIRM 
When  we  did  that  a  meeting  of  tem- 
peraiH-e  peuplo  was  convene.!   In  f.race 
(hurrh    In    the   city    of    Winnipei;.    and 
while   I   was   not  there,   1  am   told   they 
nearly  tore  the  church  down  whi  n  the 
sugRestlon   was   made  that  this  course 
be  aili'lited  and   aiiprove.l   hy   the  tem- 
p.-riincc   forces.     I    stood   hv    my   Runs' 
1    l..lleve   that    no   adv.inred   h-Kisla-Inn 
of  that  kind  could  he  effective  and  pm- 
.lure  the  results   wu  desired   unhss  wi- 
ll id    a    majority    of    the    people    hchind 
us.      We    carried    It    to    the    polls    and 
there    were    74.(77    voters    on    the    list. 
J:.464  voted  iiKunst  It  :ind  iri,«07  voted 
for    till-    lull.     1    mi  I'll. ti.      i-.iinst    it    of 
6.S37.  _     _ 

POLICY  TO  IGNORE 
The  sIoKan  at  that  time  was  not 
"abolish  the  liar."  but  it  was  "Ignore. 
iKnnre.  iKiiore"'  That  they  did  to  a 
l.iri,'..  .'Xtent.  It  w.is  ix. icily  wh.it  the 
luiuur  Interest  wanted.  Tlie  licensed 
victuallers  palteil  them  on  the  back 
and  Slid.  "Koblin  has  done  wrong. 
Mill  innore  the  liill.  and  we  will  go 
nut  and  kill  It."  which  they  did  by  a 
inajiintv  that  I  have  shown  you. 

I  diirwhit  I  c.iulil  in  lin.'incinK  that 
ri-fen  ii'luni  nut  nt  niv  pri\ale  funils. 
and  .1.  K.  McC'leilan  nt  the  town 
nt  Trehcrnt".  a  Liberal,  but  an  honest 
t.-mperance  mae,  will  bear  testimony 
that  I  ii.iiil  my  .share  of  what  it  cost 
tn  the  l.'.iiiirs  nt  ti."  'iniperance  move- 
ment who  w.Tc  asUiri;  the  ncuple  to 
enilorse    thiit    prohibitio/i. 

The  bill  beint,'  dcfeatcil,  of  cnurse 
was  dropped.  Thai  w:is  in  •KH'-',  .is  1 
have  .stated,  we  submittea  our  refer- 
endum for  prohibition, 

IN     1904     SALOON     ABOLISHED 
In     I'.iiil    Wi'    iili'iiisiicl    r.'Sl.iiir  int    or 
saliiiin   licenses;    wi-  prnvidcd   that  only 


nno  lirm'^r  in  t^wn  it  vill-iir.'  sboul.l 
be  luM  I'v  oiii'  piis.  I,:  iliii  no  whole- 
sale license  be  granted  in  rural  muni- 
cipalities. ,  ... 
Full  view  OL  Dar-room  from  outsuli'. 
Iiu.iibrt.il  iirrsciis  t(i  tfll  whfr.' 
tb.y   K"I    li'iU'ir. 

1905,    WHOLESALERS    RESTRICTED 
No    more    wholesale    licersvs    except 
In  cities  or  towns. 

Hotels  in  WinnippK  to  have  at  least 
50    furnished    beUri  oms. 

In  lities  and  mwns  of  less  than 
lO.OuO  anil  over  .".,i"i«  to  have  at  least 
30   furnished    bedrooms. 

WinnipeB  limited  lo  one  hotel  llcen;'e 
for  every  1.200  of  poinil.itb.n. 

In  other  rilies  and  towns  and  Incor- 
porated vlllaseB  two  for  the  first  50n. 
one  fur  the  iie.xt  TiUO  and  one  for  each 
additional   CUO   population. 

Increased  the  athedulu  of  license 
fees. 

License  may  be  cancelled  if  liqnnr 
Is  served  in  basement  i.r  beb.w  tbe 
street   level. 

Krei.  luncheons  in  b.ir-rooms  for- 
bidilon. 

He, ivy  penalty  for  giving  liquor  to 
interdicts. 

Any  license  to   females  prohibited. 
Three  convictions  of  license  to  oper- 
ate as   forfeiture   of  license   for  three 
yea-TS. 

1906.    BREWERS    LICENSED 
llreucr.s  r.MH.r.  il  t..  ;  lU--  0:11   i.een.-^e-. 
Xo    ciiniii  i.-n    I'f    l:|ii.ir    !ilM|.    witli 
brewery. 

No  more  wholesale  licenses  north  of 
th.;   C.P.R.   track    in    Wmnip-g. 

Restrict  on      of      area      in      Winnipeg 

within  which   licenses  may  be  granted. 

liiMiard    and    poolrooms    on     license.l 

lireniises    to    be    eliised    in    accordance 

with   miinicipa'    bylaws. 

I'eisons  and  T  IS  years  of  ape  not 
.lUowe..  t.i  fri-i;iient  pi..ilrooms  on 
licensed   br.  ih.m  s. 

MAJORITY    VCTE    iN    1908 

A  majority  vote  can  carry  local  op- 
tion instead  of  three-fourths  as  form- 
erly. 

Loc.-il  option  to  follow  territory  if 
latter  IS  changed. 

•  'o  stairway  i.r  other  conneetiun  with 
b.isement  or  cellar  umlerneath. 

No  speakinij  tube,  wire  or  siiinal  de- 
vice between  bar  room  and  other  part 
of  licensed  premises. 

No  sini;in^r.  eoncrt.  or  entertainment 
to  be  allowed  in  any  bar  room. 

I'enalties  increased  for  .sellin-.?  Ii.|U..r 
ilnr:!!^-   inohib'.t.'d    liuurs 

LIMITATIONS    ON    DRUGGISTS 

DruKgists  limited  to  selling  li.iuor 
in  iiu.mlities  of  16  ounces,  and  then 
only   strictly   fur  medi'inal   purposes. 

lialiitual  drunkards  n.iy  be  commit- 
ted  to  jail. 

Bartendcr.s  must  be  licen.sed. 

Division   of   tine   with   mnnieipalities. 

Absolute  and  complete  provisions  for 
total    prohibition    by    local    option. 

(')nly  druKsrista  licensed  to  sell  liquor 
and    tl-rn   for   medicinal    purposes. 

No  liquor  to  be  kept  or  iriven  other 
than    in    private    dwelling    hou!?es. 


All  sale  of  liquor  abso'.'ilely  forbid- 
den. 

No  canvassing  fo-  sale  of  liquor  for 
delivery    in    local    option    territory. 

No  liquor  to  be  conveyed  into  local 
option  territory  by  any  common  car- 
I  .er. 

IN    1909.    NEW    LAWS 

Local  option  bylaws  to  be  submitted 
at  annual  muniei|ial  elections  in  order 
to   se.iire   full   e\pression    of  oiiinioii. 

No  int.r.liet    i.i  erit.T  :■  ir  i..i.i''. 

IN  1910,  FURTHER  RESTRICTION 

Hecommcndution  of  at  least  16  out 
of  20  householder.s  required  outside 
(  ities  and  in  towns  over  2,000  popula- 
tion. 

Chief  license  Inspector  given  power 
to  suspend  license  it  house  not  properly 
kept.  , 

License    commlasione--:;    may    cancel 

Ucenr  •    for    cause. 

1912   MARItS   PrtOGHEGS 

I.in-iisr.-s  t.i  make  r.'tuMi..:  number 
of  bartenders  employed. 

License  fees   subsiantially   incrc.ised. 

IN    1914 

No  liquor  to  be  sold  in  clubs  be- 
tween 12  at  night  and  8  in  the  morn- 
ing. , 

No   bar   to   bo   maintained    i.pon    clu.., 

premises. 

Every  club  shall  serve  meais. 

No  KamblinK  on  premises. 

Heavy  penalties  for  violatio  "i  the 
law  ,  ,   , 

No  technicalities  to  render  invalid 
local   option   bylaws. 

Local  option  e.xtended  to  the  unor- 
ganized territory  of  the  province. 

Under  the  statutes  of  the  province 
police  officers  are  officers  under  the 
license  act  to  secure  observance  of  its 
iirovisions. 

.V..W,  sir,  I  submit  this  record  cover- 
ing sime  14  or  i.'i  years  as  an  evidence 
of  sane,  practical,  pro..;ri,..sive  temper- 
ance legislation.  I  ask  the  genuinely 
lionest  temperance  man  if  he  does  not 
think  tnat  it  is  something  for  which 
we   a.i   a   r.artv    deserve    credit? 

I  ui'k  tne  electors  whether  any  gov- 
ernment in  this  Dominion  lias  a  bet- 
ter rerord  as  to  pros;Tessive  temper- 
ance  legislation?      (.\pplause.> 

In  addition  I  want  to  add  *"''**" 
that  when  we  came  into  office  the  lol- 
lowing  r.iral  municipalities  vere  un- 
der local  option.  Argyle.  Arthur,  Birtle, 
rrenda,  Edward,  Elton,  Lansdo%vne, 
Minii.ta.  N.Ttb  .V.. rf.dk.  Pipestone, 
Riversi.le,  Whitehead.  These  are 
still  iiiuler  lor-al  npti..n,  niimb.Tinc  12. 
LOCAL  OPTION  MUNICIPALITIES 
Let  me  say  that  today  the  following 
municip.ilitic's  not  only  have  local  op- 
tion, or  the  veto  as  it  is  called,  but 
have  prohilntion.  Hut  beyond  those 
let  me  add  ttiat  under  the  old  law,  the 
Liberal  law,  all  that  the  local  option 
provided  was  that  no  Ib-ense  would  be 
granted,  liquor  could  be  taken  in.  in- 
dividuals could  be  canvas    'd  tor  their 

trade,     and      persons     and      travellers 

r-oul !    take    in    bottles,   cases   or   casks 

willi.yiil  violating  the  law. 
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Tiiday,  as  I  havf  poi:ited  out,  no 
ninn  can  carry  a  butlU  uf  wIiLsky  Into 
a  local  veto  district,  nor  can  a  common 
carrier  take  it  in  wi.  lut  bcinB  sub- 
ject t"  ijenalties  of  i  very  scvi  re  kind. 
Now  let  rs  see  win.  uroKress  wl  have 
m:i(lo  In  so  tar  as  auil  ng  to  the  local 
(.ji'iim    districts. 

WHERE  LIQUOR  IS  PKOSCRIBED 
The  foUowins;  are  the  names  of  tho 
municipalities;  Albert,  Ar^yle,  Ar- 
thur, liifrost,  Hirtle  Town,  Urenda, 
Cameron.  Dufterin,  Edward,  EUice, 
Elton,  Hamiuta,  llartney,  Eangtord, 
Lansdowne,  Macdonald,  Eouise,  Min- 
i,,t:i,  .\Iiiui..i,.,.-.  .Mi.rtoii,  North  Nor- 
folk, South  Norfolk.  Od  xnah,  I'ipe- 
.si..ne.  Kiwrsiiic.  Knland.  Uosend.-.lc, 
Rossburn,  Shoal  Lake.  Silver  CreeK, 
Swan  Hiver,  Wallace,  Whitehead,  Win- 
chester, and  Woodsworth — 37.  Over 
200  per  cent,  of  addition  to  the  local 
option  districts  in  so  tar  as  the  muni- 
cipalities are  concerned,  since  we  took 
oftice.  (Cheers.)  In  addition  to  this, 
we  lost  on  a  recount  I'.mcrson  and 
Shoal  Eako.  The  KinRS  bench  s(  t 
aside  Carman.  Daley,  North  Jypress. 
and  we  have  only  lost  by  repeal 
McCreary,  Swan  liiver.  Thompsoii, 
lioblin,  and  Kildonan.  That  is  our 
record  .n  so  far  at  the  organized  mun- 
icipalitirs  are  concerned. 

RESTRICTION  IN  THE  NORTH 
In  addii.i.n  1  wi'^li  t  i  ;"iint  (.in  that 
tho  government,  of  its  own  volition, 
by  act  of  parliament,  proclaimed  the 
local  optior  law  of  this  province  to  be 
in  force  and  effect  over  all  that  great 
area  of  country  to  tht  north,  amount- 
ing to  130,000  square  mdes.  In  otliei 
Words  ,1  ,M'U  \wll  lake  a  map  and 
<'ulor  lli.it' porti.iii  of  the  province  of 
Manitoba  cunsistihK  of  over  250,000 
square  miles  rod,  wliere  local  option 
prevails  vou  will  And  that  more  than 
^^0  per  cent,  of  all  the  area  of  this 
great  province  today  is  under  local 
option  or  local  proliibition.  (Clicers 
and   applause.) 

THE  RECORD  THAT  TALKS 
I  ask  ni.\  iri.  lids  who  are  temper- 
ance men  iirsl,  for  there  is  no  advan- 
tage in  my  asking  those  who  are  using 
l,?mperance  tor  partis  n  purposes  to 
consider  the  i.iatter  at  all,  but  just 
tl  ose  genuinely  intc-ested  in  tem.ier- 
ance  to  tell  me  either  by  public  ex- 
pression or  private  communication  if 
Ihey  do  not  think  that  the  Conserva- 
tive party  in  this  prov..ice.  after  y 
have  compared  it  v  ith  every  other 
jirovlnce  in  the  l>ominion.  has  the  most 
progressive  temperance  policy  in  the 
Dominion    •'!   Can.o"' 

NAILS  FALSEHOOD 
1  nMii.e  that  it  has  become  the 
fashion  for  the  irresponsible  speakers 
ution  I,i!"r,il  ploTorms,  led  by  a  press 
that  is  inspireii  by  p\rtisan  malice 
and  hatred,  to  declare  that  there  is  a 
close  alliance  between  myself  an.:  my 
government  upon  the  one  hand  and 
the  liquor  interests  of  this  province 
on  the  other.  Sir,  the  man  that  makes 
any  such  statement  is  a  falsifier  and 
the  truth  is  not  in  him.  Ne'ther  my- 
self ni.r  tb.'  govcrnMieiit  of  wbicli  1  have 


the  honor  to  be  the  hea'',  ever  has  been, 
or  ever  will  bo  in  league  with  the 
liquor  Interests  in  this  province.  And 
there  "'ves  not  a  man  in  thi.s  iirovini'e 
who  I  .m  produce  oiu-  Jot  or  tittle  of 
evidence  that  would  be  accepted  by 
any  Judge  or  Jury  in  the  land  that 
there  e.x.sts  any  such  alliance.  .\riy 
statement  of  the  kind  i-i  a  bold,  i  pen 
falsehood  made  designedly  to  deceive, 
misinlCrni  and  mislead  the  people. 

Instead  of  passing  legislation  lavor- 
able  to  the  liquor  traffic,  wo  have,  as  I 
have  shown  >ear  by  \ear  pas -cd  legis- 
lation, the  sole  object  of  which  has  been 
to  promoto  teniperain-C  and  sobriety 
iimong  the  people,  in  every  way  i  .  our 
power.  Sir.  having  sa!  1  so  much  upon 
this  point  I  want  to  deal  with  the  re- 
solution in  tlie  Liljeral  pl.itform  and 
lirst,  as  it  is  just  in  this  connection,  I 
refer  to  their  preamlde  which  begins 
with  the  following  words: 

"This  convention  condcmius  the  ad- 
ministration id'  the  liquor  license  laws 
as  grossly  inefficient,  corrupt  and  par- 
tisan," and  so  forth. 

Now,  thev  might  juit  as  well  have 
said  that  the  individual  members  ot 
the  government  were  engaged  in  the 
liquor  trade  in  so  far  as  facts  are  con- 
r.rned,  as  to  have  miide  that  state- 
ment. 

1  am  going  to  call  one  witness,  and 
"nt*  only  as  a  refulal  to  that  ac- 
cusation, and  I  will  venture  the  state- 
ment tluat  they  will  not  cross-question 
tnat  witness,  nor  attempt  to  discredit 
his  evidence.  The  witness  I  sha.l  call 
;s  w.  w.  liuchanan.  the  recognized 
leader  of  the  tempt  -ance  forces  ot  this 
province  for  r.iany  vers,  a  gentleman 
who  puts  his  temperance  principles 
before  his  party  bias,  and  accepts 
temperance  reform  and  assistance 
li..in  ;i!!\    s..urie  Miai   it  ran  lie  serured. 

SUBMITS   BUCHANAN'S   LETTER 

I  believe  in  W.  W.  Buchanan's 
honesty  as  a  temperance  advocate.  I 
admire  his  ability  and  his  courage  and 
his  tenacity  of  imrpose.  hich  cannot 
but  c.iil  forth  the  admiration  of  every 
honest  temperance  man  in  this  pro- 
vince. I.  therefore,  submit  tlu'  follow- 
ing Utter  of  .Mr.  I'.uchanan's.  address- 
>ri  to  Mr.  .lohnsloiie.  chief  license  in- 
spector of  this  province,  written  with- 
out solici...  'on,  because  he  is  a  gentle- 
man who,  if  approached  for  anything 
,.r  the  kinil,  would  resent  it  with  in- 
dign-  tiou.  and  that  is  a  complete  and 
perfect  answer  to  the  unwa—anted 
statement    tliat   1   have  read: 

The     Moral     and      Social     Ilefurm 
Council  ot  Manitol>a 
Secretary's  olUce. 
316^2    Donald   street. 

Winnipeg,    Man. 
.-XULiust    :'3,   1U13. 
Mr.    .M.    .1.    .bihnstone. 
Chief    License    Inspector. 

Winnipeg. 
Dear  Mr.  .lohnstone, — I  wish  to 
exiu-ss  my  tli.iiiks  to  you.  and  the 
great  satisfaction  wliich  comes  to 
U.S.  over  the  jirompt  and  thorough 
dealing  of  your  department  with 
the  cmplainl  of  law  breaking  at 
Clenella.      It  is  a  g-eat   f'easure  to 


be  able  to  speak  sincerely  in  such 
superlative  terms  of  the  activity 
of    your    department, 

Wi-  ari-  a. ..Hi;  •'■ir  Ijl^I  to  t"'  nsi-- 
fiil  to  you  in  sulimittiiiK  iiiloiina- 
tion  that  will  Ifiul  to  convictions 
atui  belli  to  command  respect  for 
thi-  law.  anil  aUlious,'h  our  com- 
j.l.iints  may  siimctunea  be  coucbetl 
iM  ihc  torins  of  business  brevity.  I 
am  anxlou.i  th.it  you  .shall  reahzt- 
that  they  are  governed  by  an  en- 
tirely friendly  and  not  a  critical 
spirit. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 
(Sgrt.)      W.  W.  BUCHANAN 

In  addition  to  that  I  wish  to  say. 
but  1  will  not  weary  you  with  readins 
It  he  also  wrote  a  letter  a)  .nt?  similar 
lines  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  llowden.  the 
Kuest  »t  honor  on  this  occiLsioiT.  in 
connection  with  the  .same  matter.  That 
1  think  is  suiTici  nt  u.  satisfy  honest 
temperance  men.  and  until  tliey  have 
discredited  W.  W.  Huchanan.  I  am 
sure  mv  temperance  'riends  will  throw 
into  the  waste  basl<et  such  unwar- 
rai'ted  ana  intemperate  languase  as  is 
embodied  in  this  resolution. 
ANALYSIS  OF  THE  RESOLUTION 
Xow  l.-t  US  f..ll.'-.%  tliis  resoiulii.n 
further,  and  tind  -..hat  they  propose 
to      do.        They      s,.y--whatV  They 

will  iiass  as  a  party  no  proRressive 
legislation  on  the  lines  of  prohibition. 
In  a  word  ail  they  declare  for  is.  to 
use  their  own  words.  "Unqualined 
svmpathv  with  .he  temperance  cause.' 
and  pledges  itself  to  what?  If  returii- 
ed  to  power  the  temperance  peojile 
can  draft  a  bill  to  abolish  the  l>:u-  and 
submit  it  to  the  electors  for  th.ir  ap- 
proval. If  the  electors  endorse  it  then 
it  becomes  law. 

CLUMSY   PIECE  OF  CLAP-TRAP 


Mr.  ClKurni.ui.  periii.t  me  here  t.>  say 
that  a  more  cUinisy  piece  of  clap-trap 
never  was  endorsed  by  so  larK'e  a  body 
of  intelligent  men  within   the  range  of 
my    experience.      If    the    Liberal    part.v 
be   honest,   they   propose   by  an   act  of 
the  legislature  to  take  temperance  and 
ali    other    matters    of    that   kind    abso- 
lutely  out   of  the  hards  of  the  legisla- 
ture       Thev     propose    to    destroy     the 
legislature  i.f  this  province  as  a  delib- 
erative  body;    they   propose   to   simply 
make  it  a  part  of  a  machine  to     inake 
legal   what   is  initiated  and  crystalized 
ou-side.      Therefore,    tlieir    promise    to 
draft  a  bill  and  submit  it  to  the  peo- 
ple is  onlv.  as  I  have  stated,  the  cheap- 
est   kind  'of  clap-trap,   and   cannot  de- 
ceive an   intelligent    man   f.ir  a  second. 
Vhy   do  I  sav   that?     For  this  reason, 
that   in    the   lifth   plank    in    their   plat- 
form   thev    endorse    and      accept      tne 
principle  "of  direct  legislation— f^e   in- 
itiative and   referendum.    (Cheers     and 
applause  1 

MENACE  TO  LOCAL  OPTION 
It  1.  li.iws,  tlieretore.  that  ;f  retmn- 
ed  to  power,  if  they  be  honest,  and  1 
have  the  right  to  assjme  they  are.  the 
first  thing  they  will  do  Is  to  destroy 
the  powers  of  the  'egislaturo  by  vest- 
ing by  act  of  parliament   the   right   to 


initiate  and  ..rep.ire  and  submit  to  the 
legislature  bills  it  mu.st  pas.s.  ai.d 
then  to  be  voted  upon  by  the  people 
to  become  law.  Now  you  will  see  if 
thev  do  that  not  only  will  the  tem- 
perance people  have  the  right  under 
Ih-.  statute  and  constitution  (if  tbey 
have  the  constitution:.!  right  to  de- 
strov  the  constituiion,  which  I  do  not 
adm'iti— the  minute  they  do  that  they 
open  up  al.so  to  the  licensed  victuallers 
of  this  province  the  same  rights  and 
opportunities  to  test  the  c.iiiiii..n  or 
the  public  <in  bills  tliey  m.iy  draf 
WHAT  THE  PROPOSITION  MEANS 
1,,  I  in  u.. 11.  Washington  and  other 
iilaces  wiieie  direct  legislation  obtains. 
1  think  .'.  to  8  per  cent  of  the  elector- 
al- is  necessary  to  compel  the  legis- 
lature to  pass  a  bill  and  submit  it  for 
the    vote    of   the   people. 

With  more  than  one-half  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  province  in  the  city  of  W  in- 
iiijieg  and  suburbs,  with  nearly  one- 
hilf  of  the  people  foreign  born,  am 
mostly  fr.im  continental  Kurope.  1 
need  not  enlarge  on  wliat  that  means_ 
How  easv  it  will  bo  for  the  licensed 
victuallers,  when  direct  legislation  is 
1,  issed  to  compel  the  legislature  of  the 
province  to  submit  it  to  the  people 
inti  repeal  our  local  option  bylaws  and 
open  the  gates  as  thev  were  when  we 
came    into    olTii  e   and   i  arlii  ;■. 

WOULD   BE   DISASTROUS 
They    cannot    say    the    licensed    vic- 
tuallers liave  not  the  means  and  intUi- 
ence    at    their    back    to    prepare      and 
press    a    light,    and    under    the    condi- 
tions   1    have    suggested    the    result    in 
my  opinion  today  would  be  disastrous 
to    our    cause.      Therefoie.    1    say    the 
temperance    platform    r.f    the      Liberal 
liirty    is    rubbish.       (Cheers).        It      is 
^iniplv  cheap,  party  clap-trap  to  catch 
the   u'nwarv.   and   I   presume   the  many 
men   who   have  endorsed   this,  but   who 
are    superficial    in    matters    of    legisla- 
tion,   have    never    seen    the    precipice 
they  were  being  driven  to  by  the  pro- 
posed   I'oniiition.     There    was    never    a 
lime    in    tlie     history     of     this      prov- 
ince   when    the    situation,     ^o     far      as 
temperance   I  rogress  is  concerned,  wa-s 
so  acute  and  dangero'is  as  at  pr.-sent. 
and,   therefore,   the  necessity   for   tem- 
perance   men    to    star!    together      and 
prevent  and  make  impossible  the   dis- 
appointments,   discouragements      and 
.setbacks    tliat    are    bound    to    come    to 
the    cause    if    our    legislative    institu- 
tions  are   disrupted   and    the   initiative 
and    referendum    .iiid    recall    are    given 
as   promiseii   by   tlie    Liberal    iiarty. 
SHOULD    ALARM    THE     PROVINCE 
Mr.    c'liairm.iii.    iho     possibilities,     if 
not    probabilities,    that   surround    direct 
legislation   as   promi  ed  by   the   Liberal 
party     should     be     alarming     to     every 
sincere    temperance    man    in    this    pro- 


The  Liberal  party,  as  a  matter  of 
fact  end  law.  do  not  promise,  in  so  far 
as  temperance  is  concerned,  one  single 
thing.  (Vociferous  applause.)  Infer- 
entially  they  say  to  the  temperance 
people  you  can  make  use  of  our  direct 
legislation,    but    having    once    passed    it 
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all  responsibility  and  obligation  is 
discharged,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact 
tKe  question  of  tenperance  would 
never  again  be  the  subject  of  any  irr.- 
portance  or  interest  to  the  lecjislature 
of    Minitoba. 

I  ihiTik  1  have  made  this  clear,  and 
th.'  111. n. "it  ami  sinrpre  tc-mpiTanc  u 
men  of  ih.s  iirnviru-p  will  see  the  daii- 
Kcr  that  threatens,  will  -iee  tile  pussi- 
hilitv  iif  losind  all  that  we  have  Haul- 
ed in  the  last  llftceii  years,  and  the 
jirohabilitv  of  our  Kuna  lieinK  spiked 
so  that  for  years  our  ef,,)rts  will  siinply 
be   vain    and    ,'ihortive. 

Hav.nK  now  shown  that  the  matter 
of  the  temperanre  planU  m  tin-  i-'h- 
eral  platl'urm  is  simply  .«o  miu-h  clap- 
trap, or  nonsense,  1  want  to  arwue  an- 
iither  side  of  it.  In  order  to  do  so  [ 
tnust  .as-  ,ine  thai  the  Liberal  party 
will  repeat  themselves  not  only  In 
Manitoba  hut  in  the  Dominion,  on  the 
temperance    iivieslioii. 

Vou  will  remenibei  that  in  the  Do- 
minion they  promised  solemnly  that 
thev  would  submit  the  question  of  pro- 
hibition to  the  electorate  of  Canada, 
and  abide  by  the  result.  That  was 
done    in    1S98. 

The    vote   for   prohilKtion    was    27s,3Sn 
The  vote  aKa;nst    v  ,is    26I.6'J.3 

A  clear  majority  of 13.687 

SIR    WILFRID    INDIFFERENT 

Sir  Wilfrid,  true  to  the  traditions  ot 
(he  Liberal  partv.  treated  the  matter 
•with  indifferenre.  i)itched  the  result 
into  the  wastepaiier  basket,  and  never 
has  i.nvthint;  been  heard  of  it  since. 
(Clieer.-..)  No,  I  am  not  KoinR  to  pre- 
sume for  the  purpose  ot  my  arsumcnt 
that  the  Liberals  of  this  province  ar« 
not  poinc  to  keep  their  promises  to 
the  elect. irate  as  made  in  their  plat- 
form, but  they  have  declared,  such 
of  them  as  were  in  the  lecislaturc, 
that  thev  would  destroy  the  li'L'isiature 
of  this  provim-e  as  a  iK  1  berctive  body 
and  introduce  what  is  known  as  direct 
legislation. 

IF    LIBERALS    DID   ACT 

We  will  assume.  I  say.  that  with  the 
responsibility  of  office  there  will  come 
such  sense  of  .apiuei-iation  of  .iustice, 
coui  led  with  j.atriotism.  as  will  com- 
pel them  from  doins;  what  they  prom- 
ised. Then  what  position  has  the  tem- 
perance   plank    in    their    jilatform? 

Let  us  assume  they  carry  it  out. 
Now  the  platform  simply  ilerlares  that 
thev  are  in  svmpathy  with  temperance 
reform.  The  le.ider  at  Whitemouth 
declared  a  f.w  days  aero  that  person- 
ally he  was  opposed  to  "Banish  the 
Bar."  and  would  not  introduce  such  a 
measure  in  the  lepislature.  as  a  Rov- 
ernment  measure,  on  his  own  respon- 
Fibilitv  as  first  minister.  (Pheers).  He 
said  that  he  would  allow  the  temper- 
ance people  to  iirejiare  a  bill.  the 
lecislature  would  iiass  it  and  a  clause 
■would  be  incorporated  providing  that 
it  was  to  be  sulmiitted  to  a  peneral 
vote  of  the  people,  and  If  a  matority 
endorsed  it.  then  it  would  be  law  'Ap- 
plause and  lauKhter). 


MEANS     LARGER     SALES 

Whit  does  til. it  mean?  It  means 
Ih.it  It  carried  no  more  liquor  is  to  be 
sold  retail  in  this  province,  but  it  Is 
to  be  sold  wholesale,  by  bottles  and 
larger  quantities;  The  act  must 
necessarily  have  the  conditions  of  law 
and  fact  hv  which  the  wholesale 
license  i.s  Kranted.  Therefore,  any 
section  or  part  of  Manitoba  where  an 
applicant  compiles  with  the  law  the 
authorities  must  tirant  a  license  to 
sell    Ihiuor    wholesale. 

I  imagine  I  hear  some  one  of  the 
advocates  of  "abolish  the  bar."  who 
are  Liberals,  say:  "Well.  y(ju  are 
wronu'.  because  we  will  incorporate  in 
the  act  a  section  that  will  exclude  the 
operation  of  that  law  from  siu  h  por- 
tions of  the  province  as  are  now  un- 
der local   option." 

NOT  CONSTITUTIONAL 
Tliat  slalemenl  wmihl  l"'  all  rik'ht  if 
It  were  It  «al  or  constitutional.  It  is 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  Mani- 
toba has  a  written  constitution,  and 
the  lesislature  of  Manitoba  can  no 
more  rob  or  violate  the  provisions  ot 
her  constitution  than  can  a  municipal 
council  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
Municipal  act.  Therefore,  If  any  such 
attempt  were  made,  presumably  the 
licensed  victuallers  would  inimed.ately 
attack    the   lesallty    of   the   act. 

It  would  be  carried  to  the  privy 
council,  and  anv  novices  in  law  would 
know  that  from  the  time  it  left  the 
initial  court  of  Canada  it  would  be 
declared  ultia  vires.  Therefore,  it 
they  do  nC  incorpcirate  such  a  pro- 
vision, it  means  that  in  every  district 
where  local  ootion  prevails  today- 
take  my  own  county  for  instance.  Rol- 
and, a  "wholesale  li(|Uor  store  would  be 
established  and  would  sell  spirits  by 
the  barrel  or  bottle  and  beer  by  the 
barrel  or  the  bottle,  which  could  be 
<i.nsumed    anywhere    in    the    district. 

HAS   ACCURATE    KNOWLEDGE 

Do  not  think  1  do  not  know  where- 
oi  1  speak.  True.  I  am  not  a  lawyer, 
but  I  have  consulted  not  only  rcLcntly, 
but  some  considerable  time  ago.  men 
as  eminent  as  any  of  the  judges  ot 
this  province,  and  everyone  of  them 
have  agreed  that  no  such  law  could 
in-  would  bo  sustained.  Therefore,  if 
vou  icKaliso  the  bill  lirst  as  proposed, 
vou  have  got  to  include  or  incorporate 
the  local  option  districts,  which  means 
We  have  lost  all  the  advantage  that 
we  have  gained  in  the  last  fifteen 
years.  In  a  word  the  temperance  clock 
ill  Manitoba  would  be  turned  back  S.l 
ve.irs.  The  interests  of  temperance 
iind  sobriety  would  be  not  only  in 
danger,  but  would  be  submerged  with 
another  iii'Iuence  such  as  lemp.'rance 
111, 11  ileiilore  uud  reu-re!.  K^he.  rs). 
ON  DANGEROUS  GROUND 
For  these  reasons,  and  I  have  not 
further  time  to  amplify  them  tonight, 
viiu  can  see  the  dangerous  ground  the 
temperance  iieojile  are  asked  to  take 
at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  feel 
there  is  much  d.inger  that  the  sane, 
sober,  deliberate,  ii.ielligent,  sincere 
•  tfmperance    miui    will     endanger      the 
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cause  by  any  such  madness  as  la  liro- 
posed.  but  I  want  to  imint  it  nut  dear- 
ly anil  unmistakeably  that  if  siich  a 
thiUK  sbiMibl  happen.  I  will  be  able  to 
stand  on  llie  platform  and  acclaim  the 
fact  that  I  cautioned  and  advised 
against  such  a  policy  and  course  as 
is   suKKisteil.    (Applause). 

Now.  1  want  to  say  this  further,  that 
in  addition  to  the  splendid  advance- 
ment that  we  have  made  from  year 
to  year,  as  voii  have  heard  loninlu. 
I  was  willing,  had  the  temperance 
people  I'fen  willinc,  to  endorse  tile  ac- 
tion to  BO  further.  Last  session  a 
hiRli  offici:U  of  •.'.ic  Social  and  Moral 
Keform  coun.-il  called  on  me,  and  I 
discuss=ed  with  him  furl'.rr  les'slation. 
He  is  a  stronR  Liberal  who  never 
gave  a  Conservative  vote  In  his  life.  I 
expect  hj  will  vote  against  me  next 
election.  But  before  pol.tics  he  Is  a 
sincere,  honest  t<iiiperance  advocate. 
SUGGESTION  OF  THE  PREMIER 
I  .-ii^m-stcl  111. It  we  intrnduii-  u  1^.11 
Sivini;  eacli  town  or  city  in  this  pro- 
vince where  tliere  is  more  than  one 
license  the  ripht  to  say  by  vote  .;ow 
manv  licenses  there  should  he  in  such 
town  or  litv,  ir  other  words,  ;iuttini; 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  people  to  limit 
the  number  of  licenses  In  each  city 
and  town.  He  asked  me  to  P-;t  It  on 
paper  and  I  wrote  with  my  own  hand  a 
:i  ilnift  oi'  wh.it  1  wa.s  willing  to  asli  the 
IcKislalure  to  pass,  if  the  temi'erance 
peojile  would  support  me.  He  was 
strongly  in  fav  .  of  it  himself.  He 
went  away. 

In  a  day  or  two  he  came  bacl<.  He 
was  very  much  depressed.  He  con- 
veyed the  information  to  me  with  re- 
gret that  those  in  charge  of  the  or- 
ganization were  not  dsposed  to  favor- 
ably consider  my  proposition.  !  was 
discouraged  myself.  I  felt  tha'  the 
temperance  orgr.nization  was  not  pre- 
pared to  CO-'  perate  with  me  in  further 
advanced  legislation,  and  i,  as  a  con- 
sequence,  dropped    it. 

FUTILE  PCLITiCAL  TRICK 
I'roni  .si.Mie  ource  .1  lj»r,iine  public 
and  tlien  my  friends  of  the  opposition 
moved  a  resolution  alonjr  that  line, 
the  tom.ieranci-  people  havii  :  refu.sed 
to  talie  it  from  me.  Of  rour.e  !  could 
not  endorse  such  political  manoeuvr- 
ing, as  my  political  opponents  were  in- 
dulging in. 

Later  on  that  council  met.  and  they 
wrote  me  a  letter  covering  this  matter. 
which    1    will    read: 

Keder.ation  office, 
40S  Builders'  Exchange. 

Winnipeg,  Keb.  17,  1014. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  of  Manitoba. 
Sir: — We.  tlie  Social  Service 
Council  of  Manitoba,  in  annual 
meeting  assembled,  desire  to  know 
the  exact  meanlnr  of  the  offer 
made  by  you  to  our  last  dele-i- 
tion  with  respect  to  giving  rruni- 
cipalities  the  r>ow'  -  of  reduc-.ng 
or  extinguishing  licenses  for  the 
sale  of  liquor  throughout  the  pro- 
vince by  municipal  vote,  and 
whether  it  is  your  intention  to  in- 
troduce legislation  to  carry  out 
this  offer  at  the  present  session  of 
the  legislature.     We   apologize  for 


asking  for  an  Immediate  reply  as 
our  council  will  stand  adjourned 
today  for  othi .-  year,  and  we 
wish  to  be  in  a  position  before  we 
idjourn,  to  understand  clearly 
your  intention  In  the  matter  re- 
ferred to. 
(Signed)    ('H.\S.    W.   COUDCX, 

rresident. 

W.    W.    iUCH.\N.\.N'. 

Secret  try. 
1".    S.— Please    return    answer    to 
lioard    room    o'    Industrial    bureau. 
—  IV 

MOT  AUTHORIZED  TO  SUPPORT 
Now.  vou  will  notice,  tlus  letter  is 
fro..i  W.  W.  i3uchanan,  th.  secre  ary. 
Please  notice  that  he  is  not  author- 
i/.d,  nor  does  he  say  that  he  will 
support  me  in  my  proposed  legisla- 
tion. I  answered  as  follows: 
Premier's  office 

Fell.    IT,    I'JH. 
W.   W.   Buchanaii    Esti., 
Si'cretary    Social    ,..ervice 
Council    of    Manitoba, 
•108  Builder.s'   Exchange.  City. 

.My  liiar  Mr.  Buclianan; — I  am 
in  reivi|.t  of  'our  ie  ter  m  rece.it 
date,  in  which  you  ask  me  to  de- 
fli-.c  the  meaning  of  the  words  i.ied 
liv  me  to  a  recent  delegation  from 
your  organization  li.  respect  to 
giving  municipalities  the  power 
of  reducing  or  extinguishing  li- 
censes for  the  sale  of  liquor  in 
this  province. 

Wli  .t  I  meant  and  still  mean  is 
that  in  my  opinion  and  ir  the 
opinion  of  .be  governi.ient  public 
,. pinion  i.;  almost  or  lite  educa'ed 
to  supiiort  legislation  that  will  give 
1.1  each  municipality  the  right  to 
ihride  as  to  the  numl  er  of  licenses 
l,,r  the  sale  i.r  liquor  within  its 
lioundaries,  eitlier  wholesale  or 
retail. 

Legislation  of  this  kind  could  be 
u.-ied  as  a  part  of  the  Local  Veto 
law  of  the  province,  as  it  would 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  munici- 
pal voter  in  every  municipality, 
when  requested  in  a  way  that 
would  be  defined  by  law,  the  riglit 
to  decide  how  many  license  .,  if 
anv,  for  tlie  sale  of  liquor  should 
be"  authorized  within  the  bound- 
aries of  liif  municipality. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  the 
temperance  organizations  of  the 
province  ilid  not  give  me  tliat 
siipiinrl  wiiii  h  I  felt  was  necessary 
in  order  to  .iustify  me  in  passing 
such  legislation  this  session.  I 
trust  that  pulilic  opinion  will  bo 
sufficiently  crystallized  liy  the 
time  the  house  meetj  again  to 
justify  legislation  of  this  kind, 
which  T  be'ieve  would  be  a  very 
marked"  advance  along  the  linos 
of  temperance  :ind  moral  reforrr 
Vnurs  verv  r»spertfully. 

i.';;^nedi  i;.  i'.  m  H'.i.ix. 
CLOSE  OF  THE  CORRESPONDENCE 
.And  to  this  day  I  have  never  had 
any  further  official  correspondence 
with  that  organization.  Now,  you  can 
see  from  this  tliat  I  did  not  get  from 
tliat  organization  that  symiiatiiy  and 
that    HUiiport    tliat    I    required    in    order 


to  at  that  tlmp  pass  that  lecl.'ilatlon. 
I  may  say,  howovcr,  that  iliiea  not 
lessen  my  ilotfrminatlon  to  prosecute 
arul  press  f.)r  furlher  a.lvinfod  lei^is- 
lation. 

PARTY  OF  TEMPERANCE 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  conclusion,  permit 
me  to  say  that  thu  Conservative  party 
claims  to  he  the  temperance  party  of 
this  province.  It  hases  its  claims  on 
Its  record.  I  have  .sulimitteil  that 
leconi  tonight,  ami  I  a.sk  the  moral 
lelitiious  leai'liers  ami  those  interested 
in  temperance  reform  to  examine  it, 
not  only  take  my  statements  as  they 
are  made,  hut  to  Ko  to  the  oflicial 
re<u>rils  and  confirm  i!iem  to  their  sat- 
isfaction. I  ask  them  also  in  turn  to 
examine  the  record  uf  the  Liberal 
party,  iirovinciai  and  Dominion;  ex- 
amine their  platform  that  was  made 
in  Winnipeg:,  and  .submit  the  te.sts  ot 
law.  fact  ami  condition  as  I  have  out- 
lined them,  and  then  say  if  I  am  not 
JustiHeil  as  a  temper.meo  man  in 
claimini?  the  support  ot  every  man  In 
this  iirovince.  who  is  a  temperance 
in;in    In-fure   lu-   is   a    prir'.x-    pnljti'-ian. 

DR.  C.  W.  GORDONS  POSITION 
}{ev.  Charles  W.  Gordon,  D.D.  Win- 
nipch',  is  president  of  the  Social  and 
.Moral  Herorm  Association  of  this 
province.  He  ha.s  taken  an  interest  in 
the  public  atTairs  for  ;-ome  years.  I 
think  I  do  not  misrepresent  him  when 
I  say  he  i.s  politically  an  ardent  Lib- 
eral. That  is  not  to  his  discredit 
because  every  man  iias  a  right  under 
the  constitution  to  his  political  views 
and  party  altlli.'-.tions.  But  Dr.  Gor- 
don at  this  Juncture  is  more  than  a 
p.irty  politician.  Dr.  Gordon  is  more 
of  a  leader  today  In  the  Liberal  party 
than  is  T.  C.  Norris,  because  he,  up  to 
the  present,  has  assumed  that  the  pur- 
poses ho  has  in  view  can  be  better 
accomplished  by  making  T.  C  Norris 
premier  than  under  niv  administration. 
tCheers)'. 

AFTER   ?3  YEARS   IN    PUBLIC 

I  submit  witl;  respect  and  vrt  jjri  at 
earnestness  the  case  I  have  presented 
tonight  to  Dr.  Gordon  for  liis  consid- 
eration, and  if  I  have  Judgment,  reascni 
and  experience  after  33  ye.ars  of  jiublic 
life  in  Manitoba,  it  is  that  he  must, 
it  he  be  true  to  his  temperance  prin- 
ciples, discard  his  political  alTiliation 
and  join  hands  with  me  in  forward 
leniprrance  legislation.  I  cannot  com- 
plain, I  do  not,  of  his  course  or  atti- 
tude up  to  the  present  time  in  prorr  t- 
inpr  the  Liberal  party  by  way  of  the 
temperance  platform  in  that  party,  but 
1  am  of  opinion  tha-  Dr.  Gordon  has 
not  goiv  deep  enoUKii  into  the  ques- 
tion to  know  the  effect  of  the  legis- 
lation he  has  asked  for,  or  he  could 
not.  or  would  not,  pursue  the  course 
he  is  taking  at  the  present  time. 


EIGHTY  PER  CENT.  LOCAL  OPTION 
As  I  have  said,  nearly  80  per  cent,  of 
this  jirovinci!  is  total  prohibition  today. 
In  tlie  older  part  of  the  province  we 
have  added  more  than  2UU  per  cent, 
under  my  adminiatratio.i  to  the  pro- 
hibited districts.  With  the  same 
I/racticaJ  prugressive  policy  In  the  fut- 
ure what  can  we  not  ilo  In  the  ne.tt 
ten  years  in  the  way  of  making  total 
prohibition  for  .Manitoba?  With  the 
temperance  jiarty  stnmg  behind  me 
we  will  not  yield  one  Inch  of  the  ter- 
ritory wo  have  captured,  but  each  suc- 
ceedings  year,  as  they  go  by,  wo  will 
add  to  that  territory,  municipality  af- 
ter municipality  and  town  after  town, 
until  th"  citadel  ot  Winnipeg  itself 
shall  be  captured  and  the  gtial  of  all 
true  temperar.e  men  has  been  reached 
—  total    prohibition.    (Cheers). 

NOT    POSSIBLE    WITH    NORRIS 

1  sa.v  .sucli  a  eondition  is  jinii"-si!j|..  - 
absolutely  impissible— under  Jie  pelicv 
as  outlined  by  the  Libel al  platform, 
and  as  supported  by  ray  good  frieml. 
Kev.  Dr.  Gordon.  I  appeal  not  onlv  to 
Dr.  Gordon,  but  to  all  leaders  of  Chris- 
tian, moral  and  temperance  move- 
ments in  this  i)rovince  to  stand  to 
iliiir  guns  to  yield  nothing  th:  t  e 
have  captured,  to  make  it  impossible 
that  the  enemy  shall  gain  ,.nv  of  the 
territory  that  la  now  ours,  but  to 
strengthen  our  position  from  year  to 
.^ear  by  such  advanced  legislation  t 
public  opinion  will  support.  .\dd  lo 
the  territciry  th.it  we  have  alreadv  cap- 
tured, and  eventually  reach  that  siden- 
did  troal— that  is  the  ideal  ot  all  sin- 
11  re    t.niper.mce    advocates. 

CONFIDENCE    OF   THE    PREMIER 

Mr.  Chairman,  further  let  me  say 
that  I  have  no  fears  either  for  the 
government  or  the  cause  of  temper- 
ante.  I  hfi-e  lived  among  the  people 
of  .\Lanitoba  for  37  years.  I  have  done 
my  iiart,  little  though  it  may  be,  yet 
it  was  my  best,  to  develop,  not  only 
the  materia!,  but  the  social  and  moral 
side  as  well,  and  am  content  that  my 
fi-Uow  countr;  neii  have  led  me  to  1  o- 
lieve,  that  wiien  men  do  t'..  -•  duty, 
when  no  responsibility  is  shirked,  when 
.iiidgment  is  exercised,  when  hon^stv 
characterises  action,  and  every  thought 
is  patriotic,  then  I  say  I  believe  the 
people  of  Manitidia  will  stand  behind 
such  men  and  party,  and  b.lieving  this, 
I  assure  you  that  the  Conservative 
ship  "JUinitoba,"  having  sailed  for  fif- 
tei-n  years  on  placid  waters,  with  fav- 
orable breezes,  will  .again,  wlien  elec- 
tion day  comes,  sail  into  port  with  the 
same  old  skljiper  on  the  Itiidge.  and 
the  ship  laden  -.vith  not  only  the  fruits 
of  wise  and  progressive  legislation  of 
the  past  but  with  promises  of  even 
better  things  for  the  future.  (Con- 
tinued   cheers  and  applause) 
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Editorial  Comments  by  The 
Winnipeg  Telegram 


The    speech    ilelive  .-.1    hist    mwhl    in 
Neepawa     l>.v     Sir     Kodmond     Uublin. 
premier    ot    tlio    province,    upon    the 
Hiiesti.iii    r.f    t.mperance   legislation.   Is 
one  which  sho'ild  be  read  carefully  by 
every  citizen  of  Manitoba.     In  the  first 
l.la.e    it    is   a   clear,   concise   and    per- 
fectly authenticated  record  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  promises  and  performances 
of    the    two    political    parties    in    this 
province  upon  this  Important  question 
m  the  past;  and.  in  the  second  place,  it 
la    a   masterful    and    lucid   analysis   of 
the   attitude   of   tlie    same   two   parlies 
towards   the  same    important  question 
at    the    present    time.      We   venture   to 
assert   that   no    leader   of   a    provincial 
government    in    Canada   was   ever   en- 
abled  to   go   before   the   people   with   a 
stronger    case    against    his    opponents, 
or  with  a  better  or  more  effective  an- 
swer  to    his    critics    upon      a   specllio 
matter    than    are    to    be    found    in    tfir 
Uodmond's   address. 

There   are.    today,    many    citizens    in 
Manitoba    deeidy      interested      in    '-he 
great     questions     which     confront    us. 
who     have      been     residents      within 
the  province  for  a  comparatively  shun 
time;   there  are  many  more  wlo.  while 
resident  here  for  a  longer  period,  have. 
tor  various   reasons,   allowed   the   pro- 
gress of  legislation  upon  various  sub- 
jects and  the  altitude  of  political  part- 
ies thereon  to  pass  without  that  close 
attention     or    examination     that    each 
deserved.     A  goodly  portion,  therefore, 
of  the  people  of  the  province  who  will 
compose    the    electorate    at    the   forth - 
eominc  election  are   not  familiar  with 
tlie    hislurv    of    the  temperance   move- 
ment in  Manitoba  fur  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century  or  more,  In  so  far  as  that 
history  has  to  do  with  legislation  pro- 
posed, promised  or  effected  by  parties 
(jr   governments. 


To  such  citizens  the  historical  facts 
contained  in  Sir  Kodmond's  speecn 
will  bring  a  large  measure  of  surprise, 
not  because  they  are  facts,  but  that 
in  the  face  of  tlieir  existence  the  elec- 
tors should  be  urged  to  prefer  the  op- 
ponents of  the  government  upon  their 
temperance  legislation  record,  and  that 
measure  of  surprise  will  be  still  fur- 
ther increased  when  their  present  so- 
called  policy  Is  seen  after  being  sub- 
jected to  i^ir  lludmonds  experienced, 
calm  and  logical  but  merciless  analy- 
sis and  criticism. 

To  say  that  there  has  been  ai  or- 
ganized  and  studied  attempt  upon  the 
part  of  the  political  opimnents  of  the 
Manitoba  government  to  misrepresent 
its  attitude  and  legislation  upon  the 
temperance  question  is  but  to  mildly 
characterize  the  desperate  methods  to 
which  resort  has  been  had  with  the 
purpose  of  discrediting  that  govern- 
ment and  Its  supporters.  Upon  such 
opponents  Sir  Redmond's  speech  will 
iKive   no  effect. 

This  campaign  of  misrepresentation 
and  falsehood  was  deliberately  begun, 
and  will  I"-  a^  .leliberately  continued 
to  the  end.  It  is  inconceivable,  how- 
ever, that  the  real  friends  of  temper- 
ance, once  the  facts  are  fully  before 
them,  will  permit  themselves  to  be 
dragged  along  at  the  heels  of  reckless 
political  wire  pullers,  to  the  certain 
endangerment  and  possible  destruction 
of  every  good  result  which  has  been 
achieved  so  tar  by  temperance  work- 
ers   in    this    province. 


This  much  Is  certain.  Ihat  the  record 
of  tlie  Liberal  party  in  this  province, 
as  exposed  by  Sir  Redmond  on  the 
temperance  question,  is  not  one  which 
would  entitle  them  to  the  support  of  a 
single  friend  of  temperance.  They 
have    done    nothing    to      further      the 
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cause  of  tomporamc  .niil  Ilic  .'iclvanco 
which  has  been  made  aloni;  temper- 
ance liiieH  lion  been  the  result  ut  tho 
legislation  for  which  the  Conservative 
party  are  reHponMlble,  and  of  which 
they  are  pniuii.  This  being  ine  case 
the  only  ground  upon  which  they  have 
a  chance  to  appeal  for  the  support  of 
temperance  advocates  Is  that  which  la 
contained  In  the  so-called  policy 
adopted  at  the  recent  Llboial  conven- 
tion. 


And  what  is  tn;>4.  policy '.'  l>"  thi' 
honest  friends  of  temperance  uiuler- 
stand  It?  Do  tlicv  really  appreciate 
what  the  Liberal  politicians  of  this 
province  are  asking  them  to  tall  down 
and  worship?  The  declaration  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  temperance  cause  so 
formally  set  forth  in  a  resolutior.  no 
one  will  contend  means  anything.  An 
equally  strong  resolution  could,  upon 
request,  be  obtained  from  the  Licensed 
Liquor  Sellers'  association  of  any 
province  in  the  Dominion.  Thl?.  then, 
may  be  dismissed  without  serious  con- 
sideration as  a  resolution  which  says 
nothing  In  particular,  which  binds  no- 
body to  anything,  and  which,  if  useful 
for  any  purpose  at  all,  would  be  useful 
only  for  the  purpose  of  deception— a 
purpose  for  which  It  must  be  said 
reso'.uiionj  of  the  l;'nd  are  usually 
passed. 


As  to  the  remainder  of  the  "policy" 
laid  down  by  the  Liberal  convention, 
it  consists  of  a  promise  that  the  Lib- 
eral party,  if  returned  to  power,  will 
permit  the  temperance  people  tu  draft 
a  bill  to  "banish  the  bar"  (in  ether 
words,  to  prevent  the  retail  sale  of 
liquor)  which  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  the  province  for  their 
approval  or  rejection.  .\nd  this  is  the 
plank  of  the  Liberal  party  over  wlilch 
all  temperance  people  are  asked  to 
"make  merry  and  rejoicel"  It  Is  over 
this  that  the  order  has  gone  forth  for 
the  trumpets  to  be  sounded  loudly  for 
"hiith   not   the  citadel   fallen?" 

The  honest  temperance  man,  earnest 
in  his  desire  to  see  the  cause  triumph- 
ant, will  not  be  so  anxious  to  make 
merry  and  re.ioice  over  this  so-called 
policy    after    he     has     read     the     facts 


wiilch  !^ir  Undiniind'a  speech  contains. 
Kirat  of  all.  It  may  be  .said,  the  pass- 
ing of  a  resolution  by  the  Liberal  con- 
vention containing  any  such  promise 
to  the  temperance  people  was  either 
the  result  of  thi'  blundi'ring  incapacity 
of  stupid  and  Inexperienced  men 
who  had  no  appreciation  of  what  the 
resolutions  they  had  been  passing  as 
declarations  of  "policy"  meant,  or  It 
was  a  supposedly  cunningly  devised 
"sop"  with  which  to  emte  the  con- 
scienco  of  some  already  In  the  pa'ty 
and  ifi  catch  the  sympathy  of  some 
of  the  unwary  who  were  outside  tlie 
party.      And   why? 


.\s  ^^.r  Undmond  points  out,  the  sums 
convention  had  alieady  passed  a  plank 
of  policy  declaring  for  direct  legisla- 
tion— "the  Initiative  and  the  Referen- 
dum"— declaring  that  the  moment  the 
Liberal  party  secured  office  they  would 
carry  a  stiitute  making  it  possible  for 
a  very  small  percentage  of  the  electors 
to  prepare  a  bill  upon  any  subject, 
which  bill  the  legislature  would  be 
forced  to  submit  to  the  electorate,  and 
which.  If  the  electorate  passed  it,  would 
become  the  law  of  the  iirovlnce.  Now, 
where  i.s  the  caus  f,  r  the  rejoicing 
'ilion  tlie  piirt  of  the  temperance 
jiarty?  I'nder  direct  legislation,  as 
liromised  by  the  Liberal  party,  the  tem- 
i'lTanco  people  would  have  had  all 
and  more  tlian  they  obtained  by  tliis 
sacred  and  precious  special  promise 
of  the  Liberal  party  in  convention  as- 
sembled. More  than  that  while  the 
temperance  people  are  promised  the 
jirestige  of  having  such  i\  bill  submit- 
led,  under  the  same  Initiative  and 
Referendum  system  the  liquor  Interests 
of  the  province  would  have  the  undoubt- 
ed right— and  not  a  Liberal  politician 
or  l;iw>er  dares  to  deny  the  state- 
ment— to  demand  to  have  submitted 
not  one  but  as  many  bills  as  they  de- 
sired for  the  purpose  of  undoing  what 
has  been  accomplis.ied  thus  far  by 
the  combined  Labors  and  expenditures 
of   tlie    friends   of   temperance. 


So  that  tliis  promise  so  generously, 
so  magnanimously  given  by  the  Lib- 
eral convention  to  the  temperance 
people    contains      nothing      ni'Tc    than 
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biith  tho  frloniln  of  temperance  IeKl»- 
latlon  and  the  opp'incnt*  of  tompvr- 
anre  leKlxlation  could  demand  uh  a 
rlKht,  provldlriK  tlio  Liberal  parly  ob- 
tained office. 


F-irnest  temperance  men  of  tho  pro- 
vince, do  you  want  thi  large  areas  now 
covered  by  local  option  In  Manitob.i 
to  rcnioln  under  mo  control  <if  theSt 
own  citizens,  or  do  you  want  the 
nuestlon  whether  they  sh-iU  remain 
prohibition  district*  or  not  subinltted 
to  tho  whole  of  the  province  for  decision? 
If  you  want  the  latter,  you  will  get  It 
easily  by  aaslstlng  the  Liberal  party 
to  put  direct  legislation  Into  operation 
In  this  province. 

Winnipcir,  with  Its  surroiindinc  com- 
munities, Is  sufTlclently  populous  to 
over-bal.ince  the  rest  of  the  prov- 
ince. We  gravely  doubt  the  wllllng- 
ne»s  of  the  temperance  people  of  local 
option    municipalities    to    h.ivo     their 


case  submitted  to  vote  In  the  wider 
field.  They  have  wha'  they  have  now 
as  a  result  of  earnest  effort.  They 
are  satisfied  with  the  conditions  which 
exist,  and  they  ore  not  likely  to  Invite 
the  probability  or  even  the  possibility 
of  Its  loss  for  tho  mythical  advantnues 
promised  them  by  a  band  of  pluce- 
«. eking  politicians  who  are  reaching 
out  at  whatever  cost  tf  principle  to  ob- 
tain support. 

In  other  words,  the  fr  ends  of  tem- 
perance In  various  ,>ait.s  of  the  prov- 
ince who  have,  after  much  effort,  ob- 
tained tho  rc.xult  of  :<  cal  prohibition, 
feel  that  they  have  something  of  great 
value  at  st.-ilie.  and,  like  the  liusiness 
man  and  landowner,  whether  In  city, 
town  or  country— tho  respon-Mibk-  citi- 
zen with  vested  Interests- -they  are  not 
satisfied  to  let  those  Interests  become 
the  plaything  of  fioUUsts  and  theor- 
ists—under  tho  American  direct  legis- 
lation plan   of  the  Liberal   party 
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